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Creating Custom EDI Standards

IBM WebSphere® Data Interchange V3.3

This presentation will describe how to create custom Electronic Data Interchange (EDI)
standards.
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Agenda

�Using WDI Client EDI Standards editor

�Summary

The presentation will explain how to use the WebSphere Data Interchange (WDI) Client 
Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) Standards editor.
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EDI Standards

EDI Standards are located in the WDI Client EDI Standards functional area.  EDI Standards that 
have been loaded and all components of the business document definitions are stored in a 
Dictionary based on the Standard version and type.  You can create new EDI Dictionaries using 
the New button.  But you most likely would copy an existing Standard or Transaction and make 
modifications.  



IBM Software Group Page 4 of 14

IBM Software Group

4

Creating Custom EDI Standards © 2007 IBM Corporation

EDI Standards

If you create a new dictionary, the Dictionary Name and Envelope type are required fields.  The 
Envelope Type can be selected from a drop down list.  When finished click the Save button.
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EDI Standards

After the dictionary has been saved the buttons to create the other components become active.  
You must create the Simple Elements first, then create the Composite or Compound elements.  
Next you must create the segments that contains the simple and compound elements.  And 
finally create the business document or transactions using the segment definitions.
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EDI Standards

If we look at the Transactions and Add Transaction details, the Segment is a mandatory field.  
The drop down list for Segment definitions is empty.  Creating an EDI Standard from scratch 
could take a while.  The best way to customize or create a standard is to copy the Dictionary and 
make modifications.
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EDI Standards

You can also export, copy, rename, and delete Standard dictionaries.
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EDI Standards

To make a copy of a dictionary, enter the new dictionary name.
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EDI Standards

The new EDI Standard Dictionary will be added to the bottom of the list window.
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EDI Standards

You can update the dictionary fields and navigate to the components for a specific dictionary by 
opening the dictionary and selecting the component in the List Of section.



IBM Software Group Page 11 of 14

IBM Software Group

11

Creating Custom EDI Standards © 2007 IBM Corporation

EDI Standards

All the components from the Standard selected for the copy are available in the new standard.
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EDI Standards

This is the Segment editor.  From here you can add new elements, update, delete and view 
elements.  These options are available will all component editors.
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EDI Standards

Each component editor has a Notes tab.  The Comment, Syntax, and Semantic notes are 
located here.
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EDI Standards

With syntax notes, you can specify relationships between elements for example paired 
elements.
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EDI Standards

The element positions are selectable using the drop down lists.
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EDI Standards

Each dictionary contains a set of business documents or transactions related to that Standard 
type and version.  You can create new transactions, as well as update, copy, rename, or delete.



IBM Software Group Page 17 of 14

IBM Software Group

17

Creating Custom EDI Standards © 2007 IBM Corporation

EDI Standards

This is an example of a business document or transaction details.  These are the segments that 
define this document.  You can make modifications to each component of the business 
document. In this example we have selected the BGM segment and the Open Segment button.



IBM Software Group Page 18 of 14

IBM Software Group

18

Creating Custom EDI Standards © 2007 IBM Corporation

EDI Standards

From here you can add a new element to this segment.  You can select the new element from 
the drop down list which contains all the elements in this dictionary.  All the component editors 
allow you to select from the components defined in the standard dictionary.
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Summary 

� EDI Standards can be created, copied, deleted, 

and updated

� Each component can be created, copied, deleted, 

and updated

� Best to copy an existing standard and customize.

The WDI Client provides editors for all components of an EDI Standard.  Although you can 
create all components of an EDI Standard it is best to copy an existing standard and make 
updates.
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Reference 

� More information can be found in the WDI V3.3 

Mapping Guide

More information can be found in the WebSphere Data Interchange Version 3.3 Mapping Guide.
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Java and all Java-based trademarks are trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the United States, other countries, or both. 

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. 

Intel, ActionMedia, LANDesk, MMX, Pentium and ProShare are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both.  

UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States and other countries. 

Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds.  
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